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Jesus replied, "Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again."
Jesus answered, "Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of
water and the Spirit. (John 3:3,5)

In John 3:1-15, we read the story of Nicodemus, who came at night to see Jesus.
And in this discourse, Jesus responds to two inquires of Nicodemus with statements
that have recently taken on new meaning for me. First, Jesus says, "No one can see
the kingdom of God unless they are born again." And then, "No one can enter the
kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit."
I recently was encouraged to think about the diﬀerence between "see the kingdom" and "enter
the kingdom." In the past, I thought Jesus was saying the same thing in just a diﬀerent way. But in my
contempla on, I began to understand there are three kinds of people. People who don't see the kingdom.
People who see the kingdom. And people who enter the kingdom.
First, the people who don't see the kingdom. No ce how Nicodemus says, "Rabbi, we know that you
are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not
with him." He saw the miracles and healings that Jesus was doing and knew that God was with him. But some
persons see the same things and don't see God's kingdom at work. In Ma hew 12:24, some said, "It is only by
Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons."
So what about those who see the kingdom and those who enter? What's the diﬀerence? Imagine ﬂying
over a city at 35,000 in a commercial airplane. You can see the city, but un l you enter it, you can't shop in its
stores, smell the aromas of its bakeries, and know what its people are like.
Some see the kingdom. They see miracles, healings, and deliverances and know God is at work. And
Jesus says they are born from above (or "born again").
And then some don't just see the kingdom; they enter it. They are born of water and the Spirit and now
par cipate in the kingdom's work. They don't just see Jesus' work through others and recognize it as Jesus.
They start stepping out and doing what Jesus did and see Jesus work through them.
So which person are you? Do you see the kingdom's work and think it's the devil's work? Do you
recognize God working in your midst but think that work is for someone else to do? Or are you ready to fully
enter the kingdom and do what Jesus did?
In His Grace

Pastor Brian
P.S. If you want to learn how to enter the kingdom and not just be an observer, join me on
September 30 – October 1, 2022, for the S r up the Fire conference in Weatherford, OK.

You're Not a Monk
A traveler’s car broke down near a monastery
late one night. With no place else to go, he walked to
the monastery and explained his situa on. The monks
graciously invited him to spend the night, gave him
something warm to drink, and even repaired his car.
During the night, the man heard a strange sound. The next
morning, he asked the monks about it.
“We can’t tell you, you’re not a monk,” they replied.
The man was disappointed, but thanked them for their hospitality and

went on his way.
Some years later, the same traveler had car problems in front of the same monastery. Once again, the
monks were happy to give him a place to stay, feed him, and ﬁx his car. And during the night, he heard the
same strange noise that he had heard years earlier. The next morning, he asked again, “What was that noise I
heard during the night?”
The monks replied, “We can’t tell you, you’re not a monk.” The traveler said, “All these years I’ve
wondered about that sound. I’m dying to know what it is. So how do I become a monk?”
The monks explained, “First, you must travel the earth and learn to speak the language of every culture
and tribe that exists in the world. Then you must do one kind deed for every man, woman, and child on the
planet. Finally, you must climb to the top of the highest mountain and count the number of stars that exist in
the heavens. When you have done all this, you will be well on your way toward becoming a monk.”
Undaunted, the man accepted the task. Some forty-ﬁve years later, he returned to the monastery
and knocked on the door. “I have traveled the earth and learned more than six thousand languages. I have
performed kind deeds for nine billion people. I almost froze to death on the highest mountain, where I learned
that there are more than 17 trillion stars.”
The monks were amazed. “Congratula ons,” they said. “you are very close to being a monk of the
highest order. We shall now take you to the source of the sound.”
They led the man to a wooden door, where one of the monks said, “The sound is right behind that door.”
The man tried to open the door, but it was locked. “How do I open it?” he asked. “You must ﬁrst
memorize the Old Testament,” the monks told him.
The man went to his room and, in a ma er of just a few months, memorized the en re Old Testament.
In return, he was given the key to the wooden door and taken back to it. Upon opening the door, he
encountered another door made of brass. It was locked. “To receive the key that will open the brass door,” the
monks said, “you must memorize the New Testament.”
Frustrated, the man went back to his room and memorized the New Testament. Within a few months,
he had the key to the brass door. Again the monks accompanied him to the source of the strange sound.
Inside the brass door was yet another door, this one made of gold. It too was locked. The monks said, “This is
the last door. But to receive the key, you must spend one year in the dungeon, with only bread and water to
sustain you.”
The man endured his year in the dungeon. Emaciated and weary, he was once again taken to the source
of the sound. He unlocked the wooden door and the brass door. Then the monks gave him the key to the gold
door.
With trembling hands, the man unlocked the door, turned the knob, and opened it. Behind it lay the
source of the sound—and, without a doubt, it was worth all those years of suﬀering and pain.
Want to know what it was? Sorry, I can’t tell you. You’re not a monk.
It’s frustra ng when people withhold informa on from us. We want to know everything. Unfortunately,
some things will remain a mystery. For example, we don’t always know why God does what he does or why
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Hello Church!!!!
I hope you are staying cool in this extreme
heat we are having In Oklahoma. Yes, even camp
was miserably hot last week. Dayspring Camp for
our senior high students was this past week where
we took ﬁve from our church, three youth and
two leaders to Cross Point Camp south of Madill,
Oklahoma.
The theme for the week was” We Are the
Church.” No ma er where you are, “You are the
Church.”
The building is just that, a building. How
would you deﬁne church? How do people that don’t
a end church deﬁne church? Ephesians 2:10, We are
God’s masterpiece. Who does God say that you are?
John 15:16, You didn’t choose me. I chose you. You
are called to love others and produce fruit for God’s
kingdom. 1 Corinthians 12:12-31, What do you think
Paul meant when he said,”You are the body of Christ,
and each one of you is a part of it.” 1 Corinthians

11:1, What does it mean to follow my example?
Other scriptures we read were: 1 Corinthians 12:27,
Ma hew 16:18, John 15:16, Ma hew 22:34-40,
John 4:1-26, 1 Samuel 17:1-4, 1 Samuel 17:45-50,
Ma hew 16:13-20 and Luke 22:54-62.
A phrase we used this week was: “When the

Church burns down and the pastor leaves town,
what you have le is the church!
Go and be the Church not a building.
God bless you all,

A HUGE thank you to OUR church family for
suppor ng our youth with your prayers and gi s.
Thank you, Thank you Thank you……….

Singing ~ Scriptures ~ Prayer

Sundays at 5pm in the
Food Court

continuedfrom page 2

things happen that we can’t explain. The Bible describes it as seeing “through a glass, darkly” (1 Corinthians
13:12, KJV).
The good news is that our ques ons will be answered in heaven. We just have to be pa ent.
The be er news is that you don’t have to be a monk to get into heaven. You don’t have to jump through
impossible hoops. If you know Jesus and trust him as your Savior, you have the key.
In the mean me, we must trust God and have conﬁdence that, even though we don’t have all the
answers, he does.
Join us as we con nue the “God S ll Speaks” series

Past

G e
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Sep 30 - Oct 1, 2022
Weatherford, OK
Weatherford First United Methodist
Church
Pre-Conference workshop on
Healing Prayer
Sep 29, 2022
https://www.stiruptheﬁre.com
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August Birthdays
4 – Chief Boyd, Jacki Funk
5 – Katrina Stamper Cox
11 – Jeroline Paine
14 – Karis Horn, Angela West
17 – George Hill
18 – Christian Carreno

19 – Wilson Bryan
24 – Pam Ernst, Paige Flores,
Paul Shepherd
29 –Josh Wofford
31 – Josh Carver,
Devis Possagno

A prayer chain can bring a deep sense of comfort to someone going through a diﬃcult time. It is simply
a request that people join in prayer and pass the chain along. We know that the more people you have
praying together, the more ampli ed the power of the prayer. If you would like to part of this ministry,
please email: news@willrogersumc.org
As requests for prayer are made, they will be emailed to you.

Connect with Will Rogers Church
Visit our Website: www.willrogersumc.org
Like us on Facebook

facebook.com/willrogersunitedmethodistchurch
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